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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A method is provided for replacing a loadable software module in an 
operating system. The method include: maintaining a reference count for a loadable 
software module associated with a kernel of the operating system; linking a 
replacement software module for the loadable software module into the kernel of the 
operating system; receiving a resource request for the loadable software module 
after the replacement software module is linked into the kernel; and directing the 
resource request for the loadable software module to the replacement software 
module. The method may further include unlinking the loadable software module 
from the kernel of the operating system when there are no longer any active 
references to the loadable module. 
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